/APPLICABLE CODES FOR FENCES IN NEW YORK STATE |
1. New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code (Uniform Code)

Fences under 7 feet in height do not require a buildfng permit under the Uniform Code
. unless: ‘

They are part of a pool barrier.
They are in certain hazard areas.

- They obstruct fire department access or violate visibility triangfle requirements.

 Reference: o
- Residential Code of New York State (RCNYS) —2020 Editon .,
- -Building Code of New York State (BCNYS) — 2020 Edition

Key Sections: _
' RCNYS Section R105.2:.Wor'k exempt from permit (,iwn_cludes fences s 7 feet).
RCNYS Section AG105: Barriers for swimming pools. -

. BCNYS Section 3110 (if applicable): Fences as part of public or commercial site
barriers. . : .

2. POOL FENCES (Very Specific Requirements) -
“If afence is intended as a barrier around a swimm'ing pgnol, strict re'q'uirements apply:
RCNYS Section AG105.2 — Outdoor Swimming Pool Barriers |
Minimum heigﬁt: 48 inches | ' |
. Clearance from 'grade: <2 inches
No footholds or handholds that facilitate climbing.
Openings: <4 inches '

‘Gates: Must be self-closing, self-latching, with latches 254 inches high (if releése is on
the outside). ' '

Also applies to hot tubs and spas uniess covered by an ASTM-compliant safety cover.



COMMON FENCE REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST (GENERAL GUIDANCE)

Requirement Typical Rule

Max. Height — Front Yard 3to 4 feet

Max. Height — Side/Rear Yard 6 to 7 feet

Fence Permit Required  If > 7 feet or special purpose
Pool Barrier Height Minimum 4 feet '
Gate Type for Pool Fences Self-closing, self-latching
‘Finished Side Facing - Outward (neighbor-facing)
Corner Visibility Triangle  Often restricted (3-ft high max)
Property Line Placement Often reduifés survey ‘

A SUMMARY

Fence Type ~Uniform C'olde Pérmits Needed? Local Ordina.nce Override?
< 7feettall Notrequired Yes | | :

>7feettall Yes Yes

Pool barrier Yes (strict code)  Yes |

Electric / barbed  Possibly (zoning specific) Yes



Fences should be installed within property boundaries.

A property survey may be'required to confirm boundaries.

Materials and Design: ' _

Use of barbed wire. or electric fences is typically prehibitedin residential zones.

Fences must be constructed with the finished side facmg outward toward adjacent
properties or public areas.

V|5ib|||ty at Intersectlons

Fences near street mtersectlons must not obstruct the wsrblhtytnangle to ensure safe
srghtllnes for dnvers and pedestrians.

Note: Specific provisions may vary; consuit the full municipal ‘code for detailed
information.

3. Pool Fencmg Requrrements | 7 R

For fences serving as barriers around swimming pools, the foliowrng standards apply:
 Minimum Height: 48 inches. | |

Clearance from Grade: No more than 2 inches. _

- Openings: Should not allow the passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere e

Gates: Must be self-closing and self-latching, with latches located at Ieast 54 inches
above the ground.

These reqwrements are detailed in RCNYS Sectlon AG105.

4. Permit Application Process

To apply for a fence permit in the Village of Gowanda:
Contact the Code Enforcement Office:

Phone: 716-532-3353 ext. 104

Email: gowandacede@gmail.com



| Village Municipal Code on Fences

A. Fences, walls or other structures in Residential and Medical Facilities Districts
(R-1, R-2, R-3 and MF).

1. No fence, wall or other structure shall exceed six (6) feet in height in the rear and
side yards and no more than four feet in the front yard.
2. Fences, walls or other structures can be located on the property lines. _
3. The decorative site of any fence, wall or other structure shall face out away from

the principal building or structure.

4. No decorative or stockade-fence, wall or structure shall be erected on any lot.-.
o W|th0ut a bu:ldlng permit issued by the Building Inspector

5. The Building Inspector may require the appllcant to subm|t plans and |
ispemflcat[ons and-a survey. map of the premises of any proposed fence, wall or

- .structure in'such detail as may be reasonably necessary for cConsideration by the ~

- Building Inspector. No such structure would be allowed if t is determmed to |nterfere
with fire prevention. -

B Fences, walls and other structures in Business and Industrial Districts (B-1, B-2
“and I-1):. No fence, walll or other structure used to separate one. lot from another lot
shall exceed eight (8} feet in height. '

- G Barbed wire fences No barbed wire fence shall be erected or used except in the
A1 Industrzal Dsstnct and then only at the top of a fence aver six (6) feet in height.

D. - Visibility-at intersections: On corner lots, no fence, wall, hedge or other
structures or planting.interfering with visibility from motor vehicles shall be erected,
placed, maintained, continued or permitted within the triangu lar area formed by the
-intersecting -street lines.and a straight-line adjoining said street lines at points which are
thirty (30) feet distant from the point of intersection measured along said street lines.

E. Unconstitutionality or lllegality: If any clause, sentence, paragraph, word, section
" or'part of this local law shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be
unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, paragraph, word, section or part thereofdirectly invoived in the
controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered.



