New York State (NYS) has a number of codes that apply o swimming pools, including
requirements for fences, alarms, and maintenance. -

Fences

Pools must be surrounded by a fence or barrier that is at least 48 inches tall
Gates must be self-closing and seif—latéhing

Openings in the fence cannot allow a 4-inch diameter sphere to pass hrough

If a house wall is used as part of the barrier, doors and windows that open into the pool area must have
alarms or laiches

Alarms

Pools must have a poal alarm that complies with ASTM F2208

Alarms are not required for pools with automatic safety covers that mest ASTM F1346
Alarms must be maintained according to the manufacturer's instructions
Maintenance |

Pools must be kept cieah and sanitary

Barriers and alarms must be kept in good repair

Body entrapment profections for suction outfets must be maintained
Construction |

Pools deeper than 24 inches require a building permit

A temporary 48-inch .barrier must be in piat_:é during construction

The temporary barrier must be replaced with a permanént fence within 90 days of construction
Permit Fees: Swimming Pools |

a. Accessory to 1 or 2-family dwelling o $25

b All others | $75
NYS Residentiai Code Reference: |

Chapter 42 Swimming Pools: Chapter 42 addresses all aspedis of wiring, fixtures, motors and
electrical accessories for swimming pools, wading pools, hot tubs, spas and hydromassage bathtubs.
This chapter focuses on protection of occupants from electrical shock. The dangers of using electricity
around water, wet surfaces, grounded surfaces and plumbing are wellknown, and this chapter is intended
to minimize or eliminate those hazards.

Village of Gowanda Municipal Code :
Chapter 26 : 26.34 — Building Permit and Related Fees (11.a)

Chapter 35: Swimming Pools
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Code Outreach Program — Above-Ground Swimming Pool Barrier Requirements

This document is intended to clarify some of the barrier requirements applicable to new or substantially modified residential
above ground swimming pools. Those reviewing plans for the installation, or substantial modification, of a swimming pool
should review the full text of the provisions found in the Uniform Code as well as the local laws, ordinances, codes, and
regulations of the municipality where the pool is to be installed for any further requirements.

The word “residential,” as used in this document, applies to pools accessory to ene-and two-family dwellings regulated by
the 2020 Residential Code of New York State (2020 RCNYS) and to pools accessory to detached one- and two-family
dwellings classified as Group R-3 occupancies constructed under the 2020 Building Code of New York State (2020 BCNYS).
Provisions for communal swimming pools accessory to townhouses and swimming pools accessory (o other buildings
regulated by the 2020 BCNYS, can be found in Section 3109 of the 2020 BCNYS. The provisions for residential pools are

* found in Section R326 of the 2020 RCNYS. .

The 2020 RCNYS defines a swimming pool as “any structure, basin, chamber or tank which is intended for swimming, diving,
recreational bathing or wading and which contains, is designed to contain, or is tapable of containing water more than 24
inches (610 mm) deep at any point. This includes in-ground, above-ground and on-ground pools, indoor pools, hot tubs, spas,
and wading pools.”

New or substantially modified swimming peols are required to be provided with emporary barriers during installation (see
Section R326.4.1) and with permanent barriers thereafter. The permanent barrier requirements are found in Section R326.4.2
and include heights, clearances, and opening size and configuration.

In accordance with Section R326.4.2.9, as an alternate to a conventional on ground barrier, the barrier for above-ground or
on-ground swimming pools, including quick set, inflatable swimming pools, is permitted to be mounted on top of the pool
structure or the pool structure may constitute a barrier, where all the following requirements are met:

1. the structure shall meet the applicable barrier and gate requirements of Section R326.4.2, including among others, a
‘48-inch height (see Section R326.4.2.9); :

- 2. the barrier is designed “fo provide protection against potential drowningand near drowning by Sujﬁcientbi
preventing access to [the] swimming” pool (see Section R326.4);

3. the pool and pool structure must be designed and constructed in compliance with ANSI/APSP/ICC 4, 2012 titled
American National Standard for Aboveground/ Onground Residential Swimeing Pools (see Section R326.4.2.9);

4. the pool manufacturer certifies that the pool structure, if used as a barrieror with a barrier mounted on it, is designed
with accepted structural engineering practices (see Section 6.1 of ANSI/APSP/ICC 4); and :

5. if the means of access is a ladder or steps, then:
a. the ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access; or
b. the ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a complying sw1mm1ng poel barrier. See Section R326.4.2.9 (1)
and (2).
A wall, or walls, of a dwelling may also serve as part of the barrier, provided thatthey meet the applicable barrier requirements
of Section R326.4.2, Barriers shall be located in a manner that prohlblts permanent structures, equipment, or similar objects from
being used to climb the barrier. o

Other requirements of the 2020 RCNYS are applicable, including requirements for gates, pool alarms, and entrapment
protection.

The 2020 Property Mamtenance Code of New York State requires that all swimming pools, enclosures/barriers, alarms, and
entrapment protection be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition, and in good repair.

Please look for our next edition of the Code Outreach Program at the begi_nning ofnext month.
' DBSC ~ A Division of Department of State ,
OFPC — An Office of the Division of Homeland Security & Emergency Services

If you have questions pertaining to the Code Outreach Program, email us at COP.codes@dos.ny. gov
If you have questions pertaining to the Uniform Code or Energy Code, email our technicalsupport group at: codes@dos.ny.goy




wrnid i

New York State Dprtment of State

Swimming Pool Rules and Regulations
found in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code
(The "Uniform Code")

The term “Swimming Pool” means any structure intended for swimming, recreational bathing or
wading which contains or which is designed to contain water over 24 inches deep. This includes
in-ground, above-ground and on-ground pools; indoor pools; hot tubs; spas; and fixed-in-place
wading poals.

A Detailed Summary of Swimming Pool Safety Requirements can be found in the DOS document
titled Current Requirements for Swimming Pools contained in_the Uniform Fire Prevention and
Building Code (The "Uniform Code™) (him} (click here for PDF version)

Please contact your local municipality for additional Code
and Zoning Requirements. Local laws regarding fencing
and other safety requirements for swimming pools may
be more restrictive than requirements for swimming pools
contained in the Uniform Code.




New York State Department of State
Swimming Pool Rules and Regulations found in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building
Code (The "Uniform Code")

PooiimAglatms

Brief Summary of Alarm Requirements for Residential Swimming Pools:

Every swimming pool that is installed, constructed or substantially modified after December 14, 2006
must be equipped with an approved pool alarm which: ‘ '

is capable of detecting a child entering the water and giving an audible- alarm when it detects a child
entering the water; : . : '

] audi_ble poolside and at another location on the premises where the swimming pool is located;

is not an alarm device which is located on person(s) or which is dependent on device(s) located on
person(s) for its proper aperation. :

A pool alarm must be capable of detecting entry into the water at any point on the ,sufface-of the
swimming pool. If necessary to provide detection capability at everypoint on the surface of the
swimming pool, more than one pool alarm must be installed.

Pool alarms are not required in:

a hot tub or spa equipped with a safety cover or

any swimming pool (other than a hot tub or spa) equipped with an automatic power safety
cover : '

Specific Swimming Pool Alarm Requirements can be found in 9NYCRR Part

1228 or in the DOS document titled "Current Reguirements for Swirmming Pools

tontained jn the Upiform Fire Prevention and Building Code (The *Uniform
Code")"
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Code (The "Uniform Code")
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Pool Barriers (Fences)

Brief summary of Barrier Requirements for Outdoor Residential Swimming Pools:
The barrier must completely surround the swimming pool and must obstruct access te the swimming poal.
The barrier must be at least 4 feet (48 inches) high..

In the case of an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at ground level or mounted on top of the pool structure; however, if
the barrier is mounted on fop of the poal structure, the space between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of the
barrier cannot exceed 4 inches.

A building wall can form part of the required barrier. However, where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier, at
least one of the Tollowing requirements must be satisfied:

the pool must be equipped with a powered safety cover
all doors with direct access to the pool through that wall must be equipped with an atarm
other means of protection, such as self-closing doors with self-latching devices, which are approved by the governing body

In the case of an above-ground pool, the pool structure itself can serve as a part of the required barrier, provided that the
pool structure is sufficiently rigid to obstruct access to the pool. However, where an above-ground pool structure is used as
a barrier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the means of access is a [adder or steps, then:

the ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access, or the ladder or steps
shall be surrounded by a barrier '

when the ladder or steps are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall not allow the passage of a 4-
inch-diamefer sphere.

Barriers shall be located so as to prohibit permanent structures, equipment or similar objects from being used to climb the
barriers.

Specific Barrier requirements can be found in the DOS document titled "Current
Reguirements for Swimming Pools contained in the Uniform Fire Prevenilon and
Building Code (The "Uniferm Code"}"

Barrter requirements for One-and Two-Family Dwelling Swirming Pools can be
found in Appendix G, Residential Code of New York State

Barrier requirements for Residential Swimming Pools ¢an be feund in Chapter
31, Secticn 3108, Building Code of New York State

Barriers requirements for Public Swimming Poois can be found in Chapter 31,
Section 3109, Building Cade of New York State
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Swimming Pool Rules and Regulations found in the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building

Code (The "Uniform Code™) '

Additional Pool Requirements

Additional pool requirements stich as anti-entrapment devices (suction fittings), safety glazing,
backflow prevention, pool heaters and other requirements may be found in- the Uniform Fire
Prevention and Building Code and the Energy Conservation Consiruction Code of New York
State or by contacting your local municipality or the Department of State Codes Division at {(518)-
474-4073.

Please contact your local municipality for addtional Code
and Zoning Requiréments. Local laws regarding fancing
and other safety requirements for swimming pools may
be more restrictive than requirements for swinming pools
contained in the Uniform Code.

New York State Department of Health
Additional Pool requirements can be found at the NYS Department of Health Website at

http:/fwww.heaith.state.ny.us/nysdoh/phforum/nyerrt0.htm (click on Table of Contents then

NEXT till SUBPART 6-1 SWIMMING POOLS.) Subpart 6-1 does not apply to swimming pools, or
other bathing facility, owned and/or maintained by an individual forthe use of family and friends.

Helpful Pool Safety Links

NYS Department of Heath US Consumer Product Safety Gommission (CPSG N o
Website (Swimming Pool gafety Tips) { ) CPSC Pool and Spa Safety Publications

hlp/fwwew. health.stalenv.us  www opsc.o0W/CPSCPUBPREREL/prhim|74/74056 himi "W/ 4DEC.00vICPSCPUBPUBS/chdrown.himi

s S R : Centers for Dissase Control
The American Red Cross National Safe Kids Campaign hitp:/fwww.cde gov

www. redeross.org www.safekids.org

NSF
' NSF international ]
hitp:fiwww.nsforg

" National Spa and Pool Institute

Underwriters L aboratories
hity :/!www.ul.com




